
Year 11 – GCSE Drama Knowledge Organiser- Concept Proforma  
What is a concept pro-forma?

The concept pro-forma is your chance to explain to the examiner your understanding of your performance 

text and the intentions for your performance. The pro-forma will be read by your examiner BEFORE they come to visit the school, 

so it is a great opportunity for the examiner to get a first impression of your characters and to what extent you have thought about your 

performance and the meaning it will create. The concept pro-forma is worth 20 Marks. 

The questions ask the following….

1. What are the major demands of the text?  You should consider the 

structure of the extracts in the context of the whole performance text and 

the original intentions of the playwright.

2. What is your artistic vision for the two extracts?

3. How did you develop your role(s) or design(s)?  As an actor you should 

consider semiotics, the use of language, gesture and expression.  As a 

designer you should consider proxemics, mood, supporting characters and 

supporting the chosen genre and style.

4. How do you want the audience to respond to your presentation of the 

extracts as an actor or designer?  Give specific examples from each extract.

Before you answer the questions make sure you have the following information:
• The play as a whole 
• The Playwrights vision 
• The characters you are playing
• The characters situation and their relationships on stage with other people in 

your scene 
• How you think you would like to perform the character and why 
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Example of Breakdown of the questions (this is linking to the play DNA by Dennis Kelly) but gives you an example of how 
it is answered and what the questions mean.    

Please make sure you know 
the following for the form 
- Centre Number
- Candidate Number 
- Name of Characters 
- Name of play 
- Name of Playwright 
- Storyline of each scene

Key Vocabulary Vocab you can use this to describe within your answers 

Vocal Techniques Accent, pitch, pace, volume, pronunciation and pauses 

Physical Skills Facial Expressions, Body Language, Gestures, Movement and Posture

Reactions How you react to other characters on stage or with the audience during your monologue

Proxemics Where and how you stand in relation to your characters situation on stage. 

Levels The level In which your characters status is, for example you could use staging to show you 
have power over the situation. 

Vision What you want the audience to feel in relation to what your character is going through

Link to themes and 
context 

How you will use your acting skills to ensure the themes and context of the playwright are 
being performed to show the characters intention during the scene. 
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