
Component 1  |  1.5.2  |  Ethical, moral and cultural issues

Specification & learning objectives

A Level Specification point description

1.5.2a The individual (moral), social (ethical) and cultural opportunities and risks of digital technology: 

• Computers in the workforce 

• Automated decision making 

• Artificial intelligence 

• Environmental effects 

• Censorship and the Internet 

• Monitor behaviour 

• Analyse personal information 

• Piracy and offensive communications 

• Layout, colour paradigms and character sets

Resources

PG Online textbook page ref: 249-258

Hodder textbook page ref: 241-249

CraignDave videos for SLR 17

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KA-yvOEvv94&list=PLCiOXwirraUBrBvmXkcwEYki7YOOkCgjC
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The UK Government has committed to an investment in testing self-driving cars.  The hope is that one day, humans will not need to drive cars or freight 

vehicles on the roads.

1. Discuss the ethical and moral issues and the social benefits of this, explaining whether you would recommend further investment in this research. [12]

Typical exam questions
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Target: Overall grade:

Minimum expectations & learning outcomes


Create an illustrated mind map or scrap book covering the nine bullet points listed in specification point 1.5.2a. Include individual, social, cultural 

opportunities and risks.

 Answer the exam questions.

Feedback

Breadth Depth Presentation Understanding

 All  Analysed  Excellent  Excellent

 Most  Explained  Good  Good

 Some  Described  Fair  Fair

 Few  Identified  Poor  Poor

Comment & action required
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Reflection & Revision checklist

Confidence Clarification

 Candidates need to understand what is meant by moral, social, ethical and cultural issues in relation to the use of computers.


Candidates need to understand how the use of computers, and the increasing use of computers in the work force has moral, social, ethical and cultural 

implications and risks to a variety of people such as the employees, employers, society and organisations.



Candidates need to understand how the use of computers to make decisions automatically has moral, social, ethical and cultural implications and risks 

to a variety of people such as those people who make the decisions, the people the decisions affect, and the need for additional collection of 

information to ensure the decisions are accurate and valid.

 Candidates need to understand how the development of artificial intelligence has moral, social, ethical and cultural impacts on a variety of people.


Candidates need to understand how the environmental effects of computers (such as disposal, energy use) have moral, social, ethical and cultural 

implications.

 Candidates need to understand how the Internet and censorship on the Internet has moral, social, ethical and cultural implications.


Candidates need to understand the moral, social, ethical and cultural implications of using computers to monitor behaviour (such as CCTV, tracking 

phone calls, GPS, monitoring emails).


Candidates need to understand the moral, social, ethical and cultural implications of using computers to analyse personal information (such as the 

gathering, storing and analysing of medical records)


Candidates need to understand how different cultures impact on the use of and creation of computers and programs. For example languages make use 

of different characters, and how this in turn impacts the use of character sets. Some languages read left to right, and others right to left.


Candidates should understand how colours have different meanings in different cultures for example red means danger in one culture, and luck in 

another.

 Candidates need to consider how these will impact the creation of computer applications.

Additional 

notes
In order to prepare for this section we would recommend candidates regularly keep abreast of technological developments in the news.


