Overview of the Crimean War:
Knowledge Organiser

1. Background and Causes:

The Crimean War emerged from the broader context of the "Eastern Question,"
concerning the decline of the Ottoman Empire and the subsequent power struggles
in Eastern Europe and the Middle East.

British concerns included maintaining the balance of power, safeguarding trade
routes to India, and preventing Russian dominance.

Religious tensions over access to the holy sites in Jerusalem further aggravated the
conflict.

2. British Motivations:

Geopolitical considerations drove Britain's opposition to Russian expansion in the
Black Sea region.

Protecting British interests in the Middle East, particularly in the route to India, was of
paramount importance.

Supporting the Ottoman Empire served British interests by maintaining a buffer
against Russian encroachment.

3. Military and Naval Involvement:

British naval forces, under Admiral James Dundas, conducted naval blockades against
key Russian ports, limiting Russian maritime capabilities.

British troops participated in the major battles: Alma, Balaclava, Inkerman, and the
Siege of Sevastopol.

British soldiers, including the Highland Brigade, demonstrated resilience and
adaptability in challenging conditions.

4. The Crimean Campaign:

The Battle of Alma (September 1854) marked the opening engagement. British and
French forces successfully assaulted Russian positions, demonstrating the
effectiveness of the newly introduced rifled muskets.

The Battle of Balaclava (October 1854) included the infamous Charge of the Light
Brigade, an ill-fated cavalry charge due to miscommunication. The Thin Red Line, a
formation of British infantry, repelled Russian attacks.



The Battle of Inkerman (November 1854) witnessed British and French forces
successfully defending their positions against a surprise Russian assault.

5. The Siege of Sevastopol (October 1854 - September 1855):

The British, along with French and Ottoman troops, besieged the heavily fortified city
of Sevastopol.

The siege was characterized by trench warfare, where British soldiers endured dire
living conditions and exposure to the elements.

British engineers, under the leadership of John Burgoyne and Sir John Fox Burgoyne,
contributed to the development of innovative artillery and engineering strategies
during the siege.

6. Medical and Sanitary Reforms:

Florence Nightingale and her team of nurses revolutionized medical care and
sanitation practices in British military hospitals in the Crimea.

Nightingale's meticulous record-keeping and analysis of mortality rates led to critical
improvements in hygiene and patient care.

7. War Correspondence and Public Opinion:

William Howard Russell, reporting for "The Times," provided first-hand accounts of
the war's challenges and mismanagement.

His dispatches highlighted the disconnect between the realities of the war and the
perception presented by the government.

Public outrage over the conditions faced by British soldiers fuelled demands for
reform and accountability.

8. Impact on British Society:

The public's shock at the high mortality rates and poor conditions led to increased
awareness of the need for proper medical care for soldiers and veterans.

The Crimean War prompted substantial reforms in military administration, logistics,
and medical services.

9. Treaty of Paris (1856):

The Treaty of Paris ended the war, with Russia accepting unfavorable terms that
curtailed its Black Sea naval presence.

The neutrality of the Black Sea was established, preventing any single power from
maintaining a significant naval fleet.



10. Legacy and Lessons:

The Crimean War's impact on military strategy, logistics, and medical care
reverberated through subsequent conflicts.

Lessons learned from the war influenced reforms in the British military and inspired
innovations in military medicine.

11. Commemoration and Memorials:

The Crimean War Memorial in London's Waterloo Place honours the British soldiers
who fought and died in the war.

Memorials and graves in the Crimea and other participating countries pay tribute to
those who served.

12. Cultural and Literary Influence:
The war inspired various artistic expressions, including Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem

"The Charge of the Light Brigade" and paintings depicting key moments of the
conflict.



