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MELODY:   

The tune or the catchy bit.  The part we remember and can sing along with. In songs the singer 
has the melody most of the time but we can also find the melody in guitar riffs.  In Classical music 
the Violin often has the melody. 

Questions about Melody from 
Past Papers 

Q: Give three features of the Melody 
that are typical of the Classical Period. 

Answers 

• balanced phrasing 
• mostly conjunct stepwise 
• melodic ornamentation 

/appoggiaturas. 
• chromatic movement 

Q: Give three features of the Melody 
that are typical of Rock Music. 

Answers: 

• short phrases 
• repetitive melodic ideas 
• ‘hook’( in chorus)/(on words of 

title) 
• riff  
• sequences 

Q: Give three features of the Melody 
that are typical of Blues Music. 

Answers: 

• short phrases 
• use of ‘blue’ notes 
• repetitive phrases / melodies 
• use of 

portamento/slide/glissando 
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