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Specification & learning objectives

A Level Specification point description

1.5.1a The Data Protection Act 2018

1.5.1b The Computer Misuse Act 1990

1.5.1c The Copyright Design and Patents Act 1988

1.5.1d The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000

Resources

PG Online textbook page ref: 243-248

Hodder textbook page ref: 236-249

CraignDave videos for SLR 16

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1ymVnk5XZA&list=PLCiOXwirraUBbB6dZtMpxpd9WDw63HTU4
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Key question: What are the principles of the Data Protection laws?
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Key question: What are the principles of the Computer Misuse Act?
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Key question: What are the principles of the Copyright Design and Patents Act?
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Key question: What are the principles of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act?
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Typical exam questions

A hospital typically stores large amounts of personal and private data about patients.  This data can be accessed by any of the employees at the hospital as well 

as remotely by local GPs over the internet.

1. Discuss the legal issues hospital administrators might need to think about.  You will need to make reference to at least two specific Acts in your 

discussion. [12]
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Target: Overall grade:

Minimum expectations & learning outcomes

 Terms 200-203 from your A Level Key Terminology should be included and formatted.


You must include an overview of the key statements from each of the following Acts, including what actions they prohibit:

The Data Protection Act (2018)

 The Computer Misuse Act (1990)

 Copyright The Design and Patents Act (1988)

 The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act (2000)

 Answer the exam questions.

Feedback

Breadth Depth Presentation Understanding

 All  Analysed  Excellent  Excellent

 Most  Explained  Good  Good

 Some  Described  Fair  Fair

 Few  Identified  Poor  Poor

Comment & action required
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Reflection & Revision checklist

Confidence Clarification

 Candidates need to have an understanding of the need for and purpose of laws relating to the use of computers.

 Candidates should be familiar with the purpose and role of the Data Protection Act.


Candidates will need to understand the different rules that are within the DPA and how these impact the use of computers and the storage of data by 

organisations. This should include what organisations can and cannot do.

 Candidates need to understand the purpose and principles of the Computer Misuse Act, including the actions that it prohibits.

 Candidates need to understand the purpose and principles of the Copyright and Patents Act, including the actions that it prohibits.


Candidates need to understand the purpose and principles of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act, and what this allows in interception and 

monitoring of electronic communication.

 Candidates need to understand how the regulations impact organisations and the use of computers and electronic communication.

Additional 

notes

Note from OCR - We are aware the law is constantly changing and some of the mentioned laws/acts (most notably the DPA) are likely to change over

the course of the specification. Answers will be accepted that use an interpretation of the law based on when the specification was started or when the 

examination was sat.

Please note, a question that requires an extended response can be asked from any area within the specification. These questions are assessed using a 

level of response framework, where the response requires specific areas to have been covered to allow it to reach that level. In this area of the 

specification, for example, a question may be asked on the social and ethical impacts of a specific technology in a specific scenario or context. To gain 

the highest level, candidates would need to discuss whichever moral or social elements are relevant in the question, and because there is a context, 

every point they make should be in the context given or related after to the context. If the question requires a judgement, or conclusion, then this needs 

to be given and justified against the context given.


