
GCSE 
Psychology



What is 
Psychology?

Psychology is the scientific study of human 
behaviour.

Throughout the course you will cover a variety of 
different topics that will help you to understand 

how we think and behave in the way we do.

You will also learn about the different ways we can 
study human behaviour and will get the chance to 
participate in and carry out research of your own.

Details of the specific topics covered on this course 
and how you will be assessed are given over the next 

few slides.



Exam structure
Paper 1

• Memory
• Perception
• Development
• Research Methods

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
50% of GCSE

Paper 2
• Social Influence
• Language, Thought and Communication
• Brain and Neuropsychology
• Psychological Problems

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
50% of GCSE



Perception
• How we make sense of what we see
• Why visual illusions trick us
• Factors that affect our perception  

of the world

Research Methods
• How we can carry out psychological 

research
• How we can analyse the findings      

of research

Memory
• How information is stored in our 

memory
• Why we forget 
• How we can improve memory

Development
• How our brain develops in the womb
• How our brain develops through 

childhood
• How we learn

GCSE Psychology: Paper 1



GCSE Psychology: Paper 2
Language, thought and communication

• How language and thought may be 
related

• Human and animal communication
• Understanding non-verbal 

communication

Psychological Problems
• Understanding mental health 
• Explaining and treating depression
• Explaining and treating addiction

Social Influence
• How our behaviour is influenced by a 

group of people
• Why we follow orders, even if this 

means harming someone
• Why we help others

Brain and neuropsychology
• How our nervous system works
• Areas of the brain and their functions
• How we can study the brain
• What happens if our brain is damaged



What do the Y10s 
say about 

studying GCSE 
Psychology?

“You have to memorise 
lots but it’s really 

interesting and fun ”

“It’s a lot of work but 
what we learn is very 

interesting!”

“Lots of words and 
studies to remember but 
overall, fun lessons and 

kind teachers.”



Further Questions/ More Information
Pop in and have a chat to Mrs Glasby in F22 or email 
her on glasbyj@hilbre.wirral.sch.uk

Further course information on the AQA website can 
be found here…
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psy
chology-8182
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