
Welcome to GCSE History 



Why study GCSE History? 



Am I suitable for History? 

 If you love History – YES! 

 

If you are interested and prepared to work hard then you will be successful. 

It is quite useful to have a critical and enquiring mind. 

To be successful at History you need to be the sort of person who does not just accept 
things at face value but questions what you see and hear and asks people why they 
hold the views they do. 

 



Edexcel GCSE History 

You will study four elements split over three exams: 

  

  
Paper  Topic Length GCSE weighting 

Paper 1:  

Thematic study and 

historic environment 

Medicine in Britain, c1250–
present and the British Sector 

of the Western Front, 1914-

18: injuries, treatments and 

the trenches  

1 hour and 30 

minutes 

 

30% 

Paper 2:  

Period study and 

British depth study 

Early Elizabethan England, 

1558–88. 

Superpower relations and 

the Cold War, 1941–91 

1 hour and 45 

minutes 

 

40% 

Paper 3: 

Modern depth study 

 

Weimar and Nazi 

Germany, 1918–39 

1 hour and 20 

minutes 

 

30% 



Medicine in Britain, 1250-
present 



Early Elizabethan England, 
1558-1588   



Weimar and Nazi Germany, 
1918-1939  



Superpower relations and the Cold War, 
1941-91  



What are the benefits of studying 
History? 

Transferrable skills 
• Communication, analysis, research, problem solving, extended writing, planning, 

arguing/debating, weighing-up evidence, reaching judgements, putting across points of 

view etc… 

 

Links with other subjects 
• Skills cross over well to other subjects like English, RE and Geography 

 

Reputation 
• A rigorous academic subject looked upon highly by colleges, universities, employers and 

apprenticeships who want people who can think for themselves, problem solve, are 

disciplined, open minded etc. 

 

Relevance 
• It’s not just in the past! Helps students understand the present and make sense of the 

world they are growing up in 





Further information/questions 

Any questions contact Mr. 

Wallis: 

wallisa@hilbre.wirral.sch.uk  

OR talk to your History 

teacher 

 

For further details of the 

syllabus got to: 

 

Edexcel GCSE and GCE 2014 

(pearson.com) 

mailto:wallisa@hilbre.wirral.sch.uk
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_History_(9-1)_Specification_Issue_2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_History_(9-1)_Specification_Issue_2.pdf

